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To the Right Worſhipful and 
Much Honoured , the Gentle- 
men of the Artillery Company, 
newly raiſed in Briſtol, by the 
favourable allowance of his Sa- 


cred Majeſty. 


Gentlemen, 

Our voluntary undertaking this honourable 
loyal Exerciſe of Armes, is m order to 

render your ſelves thereby the more uſeful to your 

King and Countrey. 

T hat Government Which preſerves us (that it 
may ſo do) muſt be inviolably preſerved by us : 
And certainly "tis a great Debt and Duty which 
we all ove to it. 

"Twas long ſmce the wonder of an ingenious 
Platoniſt, Olov Tim To Cuoy---- Ns Fea xa Mer, Thri- 
imzpgr, Bec. Speaking of Man, ſays be, Oh 
God ! the Creator of all things, what a ſtrange, 
temerarious , raſh, unmanageable kind of ( rea- 
ture is this which thou haſt placed upon the earth ! 

We may reſolve his Riddle, and anſwer as 
Solomon, God made man upright at firſt. tcc.;.29. 

2 But 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
But ever jice the wretched Fallof our Firſt Pa- 


rents, all manner of Diſtempers and ill bumours 
are like the Sons of Zerviah, too bard for us; 
and even mherent m our corrupt Natures. 
Jam. 3+ 7, Experience ſhews us, all- other Creatures are 
and have been tamed by Mankind ; but (as 
holy Scripture obſerves) we our ſelves remain 
ſtill in many things too unruly. 
The All-wiſe God hath given us the har- 
mony of Government ( as David's Harp m 
Saul's Caſe) to charme this unquiet and evil 
Spirit ; That we might go the journey of life, 
not as Savages but as Men. And (which is 
far more) as the profeſſed Servants of that God, 
1 Cor. 14. Who is not the Author of confuſion, but of 
33 peace, as in all the Churches of the Saints. 
My Endeavours have been, offenſively to 
ftrengthen ſo Divine a Concern m. this enſuing 
Sermon. As your defies occaſioned the compo- 
ſmg of it at firſt, and your importunities the 
publiſhing of it at preſent ; ſo You muſt now 
pleaſe (ſuch as it is) to accept of it from, 


Gentlemen, 


Briſtol, May Your cordial and 
Ig very humble Servant, 


| | Samuel Croſiman. 


2 Kings Xl. 8. 
And ye ſhall compaſs the King roynd about, 


every man with his weapon in his hand ; and 
ke that cometh within the ranges, let him be 
ſlam; and be ye with the Kmg as he goeth 


out, and as be cometh m. 


T hath been very well obſerved 
by a judicious Authour , though 
the Caſe is ſcarce either minded or 
regarded as it juſtly deſerves, ® moX- p14... 
Tens apelns % xlaTmu aylronO. maoneny. In 
the whole compaſs of humane life there 
is not any one thing of greater impor- 
tance and value toward our true welfare, 
than-a due conſiſtence with publick Go- 
yernment. 

Which mov'd a modern Writer as po- 
ſlitively to conclude, Nuſquam periculoſis ab ,, 
bominibus erratur, quam in Politicis, Men ne- 
yererr moredangerouſly, than whenthey 
happen to daſh againſt the true rules of 
Civil Society. 

Other errours may be perſonal, unhap- 
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Py to our ſelves, and there they ceaſe ; 
but theſe, as Phaeton, attempt to fire the 
whole world ; as Achan, they trouble all 
Tfrael. | | 
Our late times have prov'd too clear a 
Comment upon lo fad a Text: wherein 
the inſolent extravagant fancies of ſome 
few, brought in confuſion upon the whole. 

Then was that joyleſs Scripture written 
in large Characters, in letters of blood, he 


. that ran might read it; The Child then behaved 


himſelf prondly againſt the ancient, and the baſe 
againſt the honourable ; then were the people 
oppreſſed every one by another. And the foot of 
that doleful Song was ſtill of the ſame 
Tune, and like the reſt, In thoſe days there 
was no King in Iſrael, but every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes, The Text 
offers very fair to obviate theſe great evils, 
and may ſerve as a Divine Antidote to 
prevent our relapſing any more into 
them. 

The words are part of a very memora- 
ble Hiſtory. For our better underſtanding 
whereof, we may take notice, t. Of the 
action it ſelf here on foot, The — 
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of the King and Kingdom. 2. The 
Conjun&ture of time when, Upon a hap- 
| py Reſtauration. 3. "The Perſon chiefly 
managing this great affair, Jehojadah the 
| High Prieſt. 4. The means and man- 
"3: ner whereby he carrieth ic on; and they 
are both Divine and humane. 
1. The action it felf here on foot, 
The ſecurity of the King and Kingdom : 
t A high Concern ! The preſerving the 
Ship wherein we are all imbarqu'd. A 
| loyal care for the ſupport of Govern- 
ment, the Subjefts, as well as the Sove- 
reigns ſafety. A Concern fo eſſential, that 
the Roman Oratour (and indeed all experi- 
ence as freely) tells us, Neither Family 
nor City, neither People nor Country, 
neither the Heavens nor the Earth, can. 
any of them ſubſiſt without it. He that 
faichfully ftands by Government, ſhews 
himſelf a friend to his own ſafety, as well 
as a true Liege-man to his Prince. Gods Ham 4-26. 
anointed, and the breath of our noſtrils, they 
may be two diſtin& Periphraſes, but they 
both make up but one and the lame Per- 
ſon in Scripture account. Our loyalty ro 
im,, 
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Ar : Totle, 


Plato. 


him, is- at ſecond hand a kindneſs to the 
breath of our own noſtrils. 

The Government thus zealouſly own- 
ed inthe Text, is that of Monarchy, Pew- 
71 xat Cram, as the Philoſopher calls it, 
The firſt, the ancienreſt, the nobleſt, the 
divineſt Form of Government upon the 
face of the Earth. In the time of the 
Patriarchs, in the time of the Judges, in 
the time of the Kings of Iſrael the titles 
might and did vary ; but 'twas ſtill a 
real viſible Monarchy. The bright I- 
mage of GodsGovernment over his Crea- 
rures, T be Kmgdom # the Lords, and be # 
the Governour among ſt the Nations. 

Upon which account the Ancients 
paid ſo great a veneration to it. Baoweus 
ws O85 6& avipwauy. When we ſee a 
King amongſt his Subjefts, we may 
therein behold a proſpect far more divine, 
a leſs bur lively Pourtraifture of the Ce- 
leſtial Empire. Ir fairly brings to mind 
the —_— of Almighty God over the U- 
niverſe 

Now as to [their fidelity to this Go- 
yernment. The Text would have that 


de- 
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demonſtrated in their utmoſt care for the 
perſon and fafery of the Governour. In 

this ſenſe the meaneſt Subje&t may be 

truly ſaid to be one of his Sovereigns Life- 
guard , moſt highly concern'd in his pre- 
lervation. If we would ſtrengthen the 
houſe, we muſt not weaken him that bears eai.z4.z. 
up the Pillars of it. 

We have here no news of that traite- 
rous Poſition, Taking up of armes by the 
Kings Authority againft his Perſon. The 
Lover of his Prince is not here run down 
in a popular fury as a dangerous Malig- 
nant. The faithful Royaliſt is not here 
ſequeſtred and ſentenc'd as a Criminal 
Delinquent. We hear of no ſpecious hypo- 
critical crying up the well-affected Party, 
or the Good Old Cauſe ; the more eaſily to 
oppreſs, the more invidioul]y to bring in- 
to contempt any that ſhould dare 
(chough never ſo modeſtly) to owne our 
fundamental Laws and Government. 

The Text is of a far diflerent Genius ; 


ſerene and regular , deliberately —_ 
out a legal Commiſſion of Array for the ju 


defence of King and Kingdom. The 
B crueſt 
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erueſt Patriot to his Country bears as true 
Allegiance to his Prince : what God and 
right reaſon have ſo nearly joined toge- 
ther, he dares not moroſely pur aſunder. 
He underſtands not, how bad meaſures 
roward the Pilot can ever become good 
offices to the Ship. The Relate and (or- 
relate (in all true Polity as well as Na- 
ture) either live or dye together. God 
ſave both King and Kmgdom. 

2. We have the Conjuncure of time, 
when this great tranſa&tion happened, up- 
on a moſt welcom reſtauration. The Caſe 
was briefly this, Athaliah the Daughter of 
Ahab becomes married to Jehoram King 
of Judah: upon his death Ahaziah his Son 
fucceedeth in the Throne. He being 
ſlain by Jebu, Athaliab his Mother (an am- 
bitious idolatrons Woman) deſtroys all 
the Seed Royal that She could any way 
come at, and for ſeveral years uſurps the 
Crown. Moſt unnaturally verifying thac 
of the Poer, 

Sevus Amor docut natorum fanguine matres 

Commaculare manus. 


Whether it were by Sword or Poylon, - 
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by what other means this wretched wo- 
man procur'd the death of theſe Children 
(many of them her Nephews and near 
Relations) is not exprels'd : bur plain it 
is, "Twas moſt impiouſly and inhumanely 
done. Per fas pernefas, is the great Ma- 
ximeof State whereeyer Ambition reigns. 
While the rightful Prince chuſerh to pro- 
ceed by methods of clemency and gentle- 
neſs, the Tyrant or Uſurper ſwims com- 
monly through Seas of Blood to his de- 
ſparate Deſigns. 

Athaliah's aim was to cut off the right 
Line of the Houſe of David. More par- 
ticularly, all that deſcended from chart pi- 
ous good Prince Jehoſaphat , (her own 
Husbands Father ) whole Reformation 
She had ſo highly ſtomach'd, and now 
thrown down. Never did the moſt vin- 
dicable Reformation want its Enemies, 
or the moſt treaſonable enterprize ſome 
Bigotted Zealot, ſome blind Devoto to en- 
gage 1n it. 

But behold, after ſhe has waded thus 
far in blood, ſhe begins now (like Pha- 
raoh and his Chariots) to fink in this Red 

B 2 * SCA. 
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Sea. Never did Treaſon thrive long with 
the Traitor. The rightful Heir is ill 
ſafe, ſurvives the attempts of malice, and 
is brought with triumph to enjoy his own. 
Jeboſhebah the daughter of king Joram ſiſter 
of Abaziab, took Joaſh the Son of Abazzah, 
and ſtole him from among the kings-ſons which 
were ſlain ; fo that he was not ſlam. There 
is a God in Heaven that takes care of 
Princes here on Earth. The rage and i- 
maginations of the people againſt him 
and his Anointed, they are bur vain, ſuc- 
ceſleſs things. Pharaoh may give ſtrict 
charge to deſtroy the Children of 1ſrael, 
but Gods Moſes is even miraculouſly pre- 
ſerved, that he might be King in Jefurun ; 
Herod may murther the Infants in Bethle- 
bem, but the Lords Chriſt eſcapes his 
bloody hands. 

The Text exemplifies the Caſe with a 
living Jeaſh, England illuſtrates it with a 
living ( harles, after all the various ſnares 
of death ſo often contriv'd and laid for 
both. 

And now the day dawns apace, the 
Reftauration. becomes conſpicuous, They 


brought 
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brought forth the kings jon, they put the Crown —_— 
upon him, and they m:de him King. The Ar- 
chers ſhoot ſore, yetthe royal Bow abides 
ſtill in ſtrengch. Thus ſignally does the 
Providence of God baffle and triumph o- 
ver the Confpiracies of men. 

We might modeſtly challenge the trea- 
ſonable Plottings of moſt Ages in the lan- 
gnage of the Prophet, Surely this turning of 
things upſide down is but mn vain. The Stone 
which the Builders refuſed, becomes neverthe- 
leſs the head of the Corner. 

Art this poſture were the preſent Afﬀairs 
of Judah: Joaſh (far beyond all humane 
expectations) brought as another Pn in 
a Figure from the Dead, reſtored with 
Honour to the Throne of his Forefathers. 
All their former confuſions now fairly end- 
ed, the Land orderly ſettled , the people verc. 12. 
clapping their hands, and ſaying, God ſave the 
Kimg. 

And ſo we come to the third, The per- 
fon chiefly inſtrumental in bringing abou: 
this eminent, this delired revolution. *Tis 
pity that good actions ſhould ſtick in the 
birth for want of ſome willing hands to 


ai. 
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aſſt, and facilitate their being brought 
forth. 

No doubt, there were many Worthies 
in 1rael, heroically appearing in fo juſt, ſo 
generous, ſo publick a concern. The A- 
gent we hnd chiefly mentioned in the Hi- 
ſtory, is Jehojadah the High Prieſt. 

Jehoſhebah, ſhe has the honour of ſhelte- 
ring the King under his firſt and moſt im- 
minenrt dangers. "That God that has the 
whole world at his command, chuſes what 
inſtruments he will pleaſe ro work by. A 
weak woman (as you have already heard) 
acts ſo noble a part towards the prelerya- 
tion of the whole Kingdom. 

She was both Daughter and Siſter to a 
King ; and now Wite to this Jehojadab the 
High Prieſt : which gives us occaſion of 
calling ro mind that paſlage of Pharaoh, 
when in token'df further favour he would 
chuſe a Wife for Foſeph his prime Miniſter 
of State, he gives him Aſenath the Daugh- 
ter of Potipherah Prieſt of On; ſuppoſing 
(as it ſeems) a Match into ſuch a Family 
no diſgrace to the greateſt Peer in his 
whole Kingdom. 

Such 
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' Such was Jebojadah, venerable in his 
Function, and as honourable in his Rela- 


tion, Uncle to the preſent King, Brother 
co the former , an eminent pillar both in 
Church and State all his days. He lived in 
this unſpotted piety an hundred and thirty 
years, and died as he lived, ſtill laden with 
freſh honours. For the ſake of this and 
many other his great ſervices to the Pub- 
lick,he was ſolemnly interred amongſt the 
Royal Sepulchers of the Kings of Judah, 
And they buried him in the City of David among 
the Kings, becauſe he had done good in Iſrael, 
both towards God and towards bis Houſe. 

Men and Brethren, would to God you could 
bear with me alittle in my folly, and indeed bear 
with me, if I ſay, The Prieſthood has been 
(as you lee) highly eſteemed in elder times, 
how contemptible ſoever it may ſeem to 
many in theſe late diſingenuous days. Sa- 
credand prophane Hiſtory are both unani- 
mous in this. Our reverence to God will 
manifeſt it ſelf in our reſpe&s to his Mini- 
fters. He thattruly loves the Maſter, will 
not be very forward to deſpiſe his Servant. 

We find Jebojadah Privy-Counſellour to 


Foaſh : 


2 Chrom. 
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Joaſh: Nor was it amils either for King, or 
Kingdom, If he had a potent hand, he 
had alfo a ſucceſsful hand in the admini- 
ftration of Aﬀairs : which the holy Ghoſt 
is pleaſed to take a particular notice of, 
ro the honour of thole happy times, and ſo 
to leaye it upon record for the inſtruction 
of future Ages, And Joaſh did that which was 
right in the ſight of the Lord all bis days, where- 
in Jehojadah the High Prieft mſtrufted bim. 
Now if Princes our of reverence to ſuch 
ancient Scripture-Precedents (no bad Co- 
pies for any to write after) if they have 
ſeen meet in theſe later days to continue 
ſomewhar of this practice in their Coun- 
cils, here ſeemeth no matter of grievance 
or offence given to any. Norneedeth our 
eye be evil, where the eye of God is good. 
Sure we are, Cicero valued it as a nibil pre- 
alarius, &c. he thought they had nothing 
more noble in the whole economy of 
their Government than this, That their 
Prieſts were highly honoured, and perſons 
whoſe joint aſſiſtance was always fo re- 
ſpe&tfully taken and made uſe of in the 
arduous affairs of their State. 
Nor 
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Nor was it ſo much perſonally tor their 
own lakes, but rather tor the ſake of the 
Sphere in which theſe men ſtood, that wiſe 
and ſage Governours ſaw caule to conterre 
ſuch ſignal rokens of honour upon them. 

[t ſeems to favour very much of unkind- 
nels or prejudice, to labour the deprecia- 
ting of ſo ſacred an Order. Had the com- 
mitting of any Civil cruſt or power into 
ſuch hands, been lo prodigioully irregular 
or dangerous to Government ( as ſome 
would cenſure it) certainly Almighty God 
would never have given that exprels 
charge, which we find he did to Iſrael, 


T he Prieſts the Sons of Levi, whom God hath _ 21, 


choſen to bleſs m his Name, by their word ſhall e- 
very controverſie and every ſtroke be tried. 

The Kingdom of Judah had now for ſe- 
veral years lain under a moſt horrid Apo- 
ſtaſie and Uſurpation; Jehojadah reſtores 
the King to his Throne, and (rogether 
therewith) Religion alloto itstrue ancient 
ſtate. It had been proſtituted to all abo- 
minable [dolatries ; 'tis now moſt happily 
recovered to pure original inſtitution, Je- 
hojadah appomted the Offices of the Houſe of the 
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Lord 
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2 Chron. 
23. 18, 


2 Chron, 
23. 21, 


Lord by the bands of the Prieſts, the Levites, 
whom David had diſtributed in the Houſe of the 
Lord, to offer the burnt-offerings of the Lord ; 
as it is written m the Law of Moſes,with rejoycimg 
and with ſmging, as it was ordamed by David. 

The Ulurpation over the State was not 
without a depravation of Religion in the 
Church. They are commonly both in- 
volv'd in the ſame Fate. The Caſe before 
us is a lively inſtance of it. The return of 
Joaſh, the right Heir tothe Throne, is im- 
mediately crown'd with the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the true ſtate of Religion. 

And all this ſo acceptable throughout 
the Kingdome, thar 'tis ſaid, All the people 
of the Land rejoyced ; and the City was quiet. 
So happy are the conſequences of a right 
ſettlement in Church and State : all is then 
at a kindlyreſt, fairly repos'd in its proper 
Centre. Curſed be he that would diſturb 
ſo juſt a joy, or diſquiet ſo good a peace. 
May Enzland long enjoy this dear, this ſa- 
cred bleſſing ; and let all the people lay 4- 
men. 

4- We have the means whereby Jehoja- 
dah carried on the whole ; and they are in 

part 
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part Sacred and Divine, in part Martial 
and Military. 

1. Sacred and Divine. Jebojadah admi- ? M's 1: 
niſters to the King the Coronation Oath, 
lolemnly anoints him, and delivers the te- 
ſtimony of the Law into his hands : 
which Book (as the Jewiſh Writers relate) 
was tobe always, and in all places preſent 
with him. If he went out to War, that 
allo went along with him. It he fate in 
Judgment, that was conſtantly laid before 
him. That he might conſult with it as 
with the Oracle of God, to dire& him in 
all bis ways. 

'Tis Religion that is the true Fachin and 
Boaz,, the ſtrength and ſtability of any 
Kingdome. The Tragedian could eahily 
oblerve, Ubi non eft janfitas, pietas, fides, 
mſtabile Regnum eſt. Where piety and ver- 
rue die, the Kingdom it ſelf dies alſo with 
them. 

God forbid, we ſhould be carelels of 
that which (through the Divine Bleſſing) 
is to be our beſt and chief ſupport. Have 
we any principles of honour ? any good 


will to publick welfare ? ought that may 
| C 23 become 
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become the dignity of humane nature, or 
the ſacredneſs of Chriſtian Profeſſion > Oh 
then inſtead of this common curſt way- 
wardneſs one againſt another, let us unani- 
mouſly pluck up generous reſolutions, to 
do every one what inus-lies for retrieving 
(what we all ſeem to long for) ſolid , pra- 
ical Chriſtianity ; the hearty exerciſe of 
all moral vertues, all Chriſtian Graces, that 
England may yet flouriſh, and Religion be- 
come indeed a praiſe amongſt us. 

Moſt will ſeem, as Judas, to kiſs, though 
too many rather betray this ſacred intereſt. 
Religion is high, and little underſtood. 
There may be much of popular humorouſ- 
neſs, too much of fulſome, ſtubborn cons 
ceitedneſs, and yer too little of real genu- 
ine religiouſnels. 

The Weavers Shuttle may ſerve in his 
Loom, the Shoo-makers Laſt may be of 
uſe in his Shop; but when the common 
People muſt needs turn Diftators inmatters 
roo high for them; and take the Chair in 
the Divinity-Schools,the iſſuegenerally proves 
like that in Exodus, T bey turn preſently out of 
the right way, they make but calviſh Gods, and 


(as 
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(as Aaron complain'd inthat caſe) they ſhew 
themſelves ſet upon miſchief. 

The Reformation of the Text is more 
auguſt and folemn. The ſervice of the 
Temple in its juſt decency and order ; Scri- 
pture peaceably praCtis'd, though not liti- 
giouſly or ablurdly canted and talked of. 

2. The fecond fort of means was Mar- 
tial and Military, Every man with his weapon 
m his hand. The inſolencies and miſchiefs 
had been ſo notorious under the late uſur- 
pation, that Jehojadah (ces it needful to pro- 
vide the ſtronger Guards for his Princes 
ſafety now. 

Theſe Arms were aid to be David's, gi- 2 Kin. 1»: 
ven by him, and now laid up in ſome _ 
Chambers of the Temple in a readineſs, 
as any occaſion might afterward require. 
Santtus Rex poſt partas viftorias, Arma fua Vo- Prvr d1wr- 
luit eſſe Deo conſecrata ; Holy David after his " 
many atchievements and victories, conle- 
crates his Armes to God. Thus he had laid 
up Goliah's Sword with Abimelek the Prieſt 
long before. Theſe he dedicates as Trophees 
for honour and inſtruction : for honourto 


Almighty God, the ſupreme Deliverer ; for 


n- 
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ſtruction to men, that they might the ber- 
ter preſerve the hiſtory and memorial of 
Gods great goodnels. 

The charge of thele Guards was both 
offenſive and defenſive. 1. Offenſive, He 


that cometh within the ranges, let him be ſlain ; 


that is, he that thruſteth himſelf beyond 
the appointed bounds, he that rudely ruſh- 
cth within the Centries, nearer the Royal 
Preſence than may conſiſt with the ſafety 
of the Sovereign, let him be lain. There 
is 4 diſtance to be oblerv'd, as well as a re- 
verence to be paid, in all our approaches 
to Majeſty. 

2. Their ultimate charge and ſervice, 
was the defence of the Kings Perſon. In 
Nature, the hand or arm upon any dan- 
ger offers it ſelf of: its own accord to ſhel- 
rer the head. In Government the Cale is 
ſill parallel ; The loyal Subje&t ſees no 
ſuch way to preſerve the Body, as by be- 
ing truly careful for the head. 

Upon this account, David's Worthies, 
though they cared not how far they jeo- 
parded themſelves, yet they could not 
bear that their Soyereigns Perſon ſhould 

come 
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come within the leaſt ſhadow of danger, 


T hen the men of David ſware unto him, ſaying, 2$an. 21, 


T hou ſhalt go no more out With us to battel, that © 


thou quench not the light of Iſrael. Lo here 
their piety as to their Prince, lo here their 
prudence as to themſelves. They eafily 
concluded the Ecliple of this Sun in their 
Horizon, would be darkneſs to all Tjrael. 
The ſmiting this Shepherd would be no 
leſs than the ſcattering of the Flock. 

In this reſpect his moſt religious faithful 
Subjects thought it no flattery to tell him 


ellewhere, Thou art worth ten thouſand of » Sm. 18, 


u5. In a theological ſence, the meaneſt * 


of David's Servants, had a heaven-born, 
immortal Soul as well as David, and there- 
in of the ſame equal price and value in the 
fight of God. Bur in a political ſence, Da- 
vid's ſingle like weighs more than many 
thoulands of theirs. The Perſon of our 
Sovereign mult be ſacred with us. 
Gentlemen,lI ſhall not nowaftect to exer- 
cile you with any further diſcourſe in mili- 
rtarylanguage from the Pulpit. There is a 7» 
@piwoY, a decency proper to the Church, a 
decency proper to the Field. All things 


arc 
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are moſt beautiful in cheir own places. 
Neither {hall I (laſſicum canere. *T was 
bur ill with England, when our Pulpits 
ſounded at that thundring rate , Curſe ye 
Meroz. By ſuch Ipecious fallacies the 
poor unſtable multicude were conjur'd up 


into an open Rebellion againſt their lawful 


Prince. By ſuch Bellows were the flames 
of our bloody wars too much blown up. 
The Chriſtian Miniſters work is more gen- 
tle ; the preaching up of peace, the ſweet- 
ning theminds of all one towards another. 
That all meekneſs may be ſhewed to- 
wards all men, eſpecially towards thoſe 
whom God hath ſer over us. Others ma 
be for fiercenels , unadviſedly calling for 
fire from Heaven ; but nil niſi mite ſuadet 
Evangelium, the Goſpel pleads for a more 
ſedate calmneſs and candour of ſpirit. 

I confeſs, as one well obſerves, Expert 
Souldiers and good Armes, they are im Pa- 
ce Decus, m Bello Preſidium, our Ornaments 
in Peace, our Safety in War. But till 
the Chriſtian Souldier looks upon War as 
the means, Peace as the more deſired end. 
W'ar, though in fome caſes both needful 

and 
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and lawful, 'ris yet to him as ſo much Phy- 
ſick, always ſharp: he eſteems Peace as 
health ; of a far ſweeter reliſh, and much 
more welcome to all. 

He wants not valour. When ever juſt 
occaſion calls for ir, he could cheertully 
layto his Prince, as David to Saul, I will go 
and fight with this Philiſtine ; and yet {o mild 
in his own habitual remper, that the ſame 
David's Motto isas truly his, Iam for peace. Pa. 120.7. 

Your appearance here upon this auſpict- 71 Kings 
ores Day, as it is by virtue of Royal Autho- gy," 
rity, and with your voluntary avowing all 
faithful Allegiance ; fo is it in it ſelf high- 
ly honourable, the fair expreſſion of a ge- 
nerous Loyalty in this great City. The 
more valuable, becauſe ſo eminently ſea- 
ſonable. While we hear of Plottings a- 
gainſt the Government,and dangers to his 
Majeſties Sacred Perſon, it well becomes 
every true-hearted Subje&t (by a noble an- 
tiperiſtaſis) to ſhew the greater zeal for 
both. 

And I hope your regular forwardnels 
herein may prove a happy Precedent to 


other Parts; That it may be ſaid of the 
D King 
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King of Great Britam, He is King of hearts, 
as well as King of perſons : Or as of Solo- 
mon, Behold the valiant men of Tſrael are about 
his T hrone, they all hold Swords, bemg expert 
im War ; every man hath his Sword upon his thigh, 
that the Government might be at the ber- 
ter ſafery from all danger. 

And now, Men and Brethren, while 
we occaſionally thus name the word, we 
muſt become afreſh in love with the thing 
it ſelf. Ohthe happineſs of England's Go- 
yernment! Here (it any where upon the 
face of the Earth) here's the eaſie yoke, the 
light burthen. 

A Government ofthat rare ballance and 
temperament in the State, that Prerogative 
and Property even kiſs each other. 

Altius egreſſus caleſtia tefta cremabis, 

Inferius terras. 

Loe here one of the fortunate Tſlands indeed, 
a temperate benign Climate, moſt com- 
fortably habitable , fairly ſituate under 
the true Aquator , at juſt diſtance both 
from the torrid and frigid Zone. While 
the Sovereign fits upon his Throne jn the 
brightnels of Imperial Majeſty, the 


meaneſt 
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meaneſt Subje may as truly ſit under his 
Vineand Fig-tree, enjoying his own with 
ſecurity, peace and plenty. 

A Government of ſo impartial Refor- 
mation in the Church, that it dares owne 
the venerable Antiquities of primitive and 
purer Times ; and yet as zealoully reject 
the abſurd inchroachments and corruptions 
of later Ages. A Reformation, lo clearly 
ſubſervient to all good ends; fo careful to 
nouriſh us up with wholeſome food, the 
words of ſound DoFtrine ; ſo ready to furniſh 
us with the means of Grace, (ſoberly and 
truly ſo call'd) that if our deſign by Reli- 
gion be (what it ought to be) nakedly to 
lave our Souls, we may then in all quiet 
Communion with the Church of England, 
paſs fairly ro Heaven , as the Traveller 
who goes his whole journey in a pleaſant 
ſun-ſhine day. 

God hath not dealt fo with other Nations ; nei- 
ther have they ſuch comfortable freedome in Gods 
ways. Your ſelves, who have many of you 
travell'd into Foreign Parts, and have ſeen 
the ſad circumſtances of poor Peaſants 
there, your ſelves right well know it. And 

D 2 we 
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we may all of us gratefully ſing as David, 

Plat. 16. 6, T be lines are fallen to us in pleaſant places, and 
we have through the Divine Providence a 
goodly heritage. 

I could not but offer you this memorial 
for your encouragement from the excellen- 
cy of the Government : A Government 
moſt highly priz'd by others abroad, O ler 
it not be as unworthily deſpiſed by us at 
home. 

I might as pathetically adjure you from 
the common mileries ({carce ever to be for- 
gotten) under our late want of it. A Sub- 
ject fitter for tears than words. The de- 
fire of all good men that it might for ever 
ſleep in the deepeſt ſilence, did not the 
noiſe of our preſent diſtempers and dan- 
gers awake it, that it might fairly give 
warning to all. 

Then was that Scripture-Lamentation fo 
mournfully reviv'd, Wo # us, the Crown is fal- 
len from us. Then were the barbarous aflaults 
againſt ſacred Majeſty ſo common and da- 
ring in almoſt all places. Firſt m Effigie, At 
one place the eyes in the Statue of King 
Edward VI. inſolently plucked out, with this 

abſurd, 


Artillery-C ompany of Briſtol. 


#3 


ablurd, villanous taunt, All this miſchief came 
from him, m his eſtabliſhing the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. 

Art another place, the Crown upon the 
Statue of our late Sovereign contumeliouf] 
mangled by the rude Souldiers Swords. 
Then the Regalia, which had been laid up 
with all care and ſafety through the ſuccel- 
five Reigns of ſo many Kings ; The Roy- 
al Crown , wherewith our Kings were u- 
ſually crown'd ; the Robes, the Sword, 
the Scepter of King Edward the Conteſlor, 
all forcibly plucked our from their repoſ1- 
tory by a pretended order, and after ma- 
ny moſt unworthy and unmanly abules 
( "i beneath humanity as well as loyalty) 
offered to thoſe ancient (I might almot 
fay awful) Enſigns of Sovereignty , this 


baſe Sarcaſm was thrown our in way of 


ſcorn, 1 here would be no further uſe of theſe 
toys and trifles. 

Afﬀer theſe ominous Preludia in Effigie, 
then follows, Qwuis temperet a lackrymis * then 
follows the real Murther and Martyrdom 
of our Sovereign himſelf in his own Per- 
ſon ; with whom fell likewiſe this —_— 

an 


26 


A Sermon preached before the 


—_ 


- and flouriſhing Government. Then was 


the Royal Family it ſelf proſcrib'd and ſcat- 
ter'd. Our Nobles, who had been brought 
up in Scarlet, many of them forced then 
to embrace the Dunghil. Then were the 
Fields and Scaffolds io often Rain'd with 
noble and loyal bloud. Then were heard 
thoſe heart-breaking groans of ſomany ru- 
ined Families ; the deep {ighings of poor 
Widows and Orphans, bewailing the loſs 
of their dear Husbands and Fathers, de- 
ſtroyed and cut off for no greater crime 
than paying their juſt duty tro God and 
their King. Property (the choiceſt flower 
in the Subjects Garden) was then violent- 
ly torn up. Antient and indefeaſible E- 
ſtates arbitrarily taken away and ſold. The 
whole courle of the Law, and Magna Char- 
ta it ſelf, forced to ſtrike fail to the bound- 
leſs power and pleaſure of ſome new-rais'd 
Committee. 

En quo diſcordia Cives ! See, lee, what 1- 
liads of miſery our diſcords and tumults 
brought inupon us ! We would needs then 
violently remove our ancient Land-marks, 
and we became thenceforth inevitably ex- 

posd 
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pos'd to all this ſeries of common calamity. 
Nor was the Church leſs tragically paſ- 
five on her part. Our Books of publick 
Lirurgy, compil'd with ſo much decent 
gravity, adapted with ſo much care and 
prudence to general edification, confirm'd 
and recommended ſo often by ſupreme 
Authority ; became neverthelels the com- 
mon ſubject of prophane ſport and diſdain 
to the Genius of thole licentious times. 
The bleſled Sacraments (the very ſeals 
of the Covenant of Grace, the richelt trea- 
fures in all Chriſtian Religion) fell then 
under a ſupine negle& and contempr. 
Theſe fair "Temples dedicated to the high- 
eſt ends and uſes that ſuch Structures are 
capable of, the Service and Worſhip of Al- 
mighty God, his Bethels,his peculiar Houles 
here on Earth, the Tabernacles of ſolemn 
_— between him and his people; 
were then nevertheleſs in a kind of rage 
and phrenſie more wretchedly defaced 
within the ſpace of very few months, than 
many years are or will be yet able tore- 
pair. 
Our Cathedrals in ſome places (ro the 
great 
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reat affront even of Religion itſelf) rurn'd 
into beaſtly Stables. In other places into 
Gaols, for poor,cold, ſtarving, loyal priſo- 
ners; and no fewel allow'd ray" long as 
the curious carved Wainſcoat of the Choir 
afforded any. 

The Statue of our Saviour in ſtone be- 
ing eſpied at one Cathedral, no fewer than 
forry Muſquer-ſhot were diſcharged ar ir, 
and high triumphing who could hit the 
head or face. The Ornaments, coſtly Vel- 
ſels and Plate of the Church facrilegioully 
ravaged and torn away. 

At another Cathedral, the Chalice for the 
holy Euchariſt being ſnatchr up as ſpoil of 
more than ordinary prize, ſome entreaties 
were modeſtly made that it might have 
been ſpared, and reſtored for that ſacred 
uſe ; but they received no better chan this 
churliſh anſwer, They might ſerve that turn 
m a wooden diſh. 

Neither might the holy Table it (elf, 
where the Sacrament of the Body and 
Bloud of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
is adminiſtred, eſcape its ſhare in theſe in- 
dignities ; although for modeſty ſake,thar 1 

may 
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may not contaminate any civil ears, [I 
mult forbear the relating of them. 

Bur alas! what are theſe Buildings of 
ſtone,theſe dead (though curious) Fabricks, 
in compariſon of the Living Temples, the 
Miniſters of God ? 'T was they who drank 
ſo deeply of this bitter Cup ; and might 
now weep upon an unexpected account be- 
tween the Porch and the Altar. 

The great Ciry of London, and the lines 
of that Communication, may be too true 
a witnels in this unwelcome Cale: where 
in a ſhort ſpace of time far above an hun- 
dred reverend learned Divines ( the flow- 
er of England's Clergy) were moſt illegal- 
ly and unworthily curn'd our of their Mi- 
niſtry and lawful poſſeſſions, they and 
their families, to irreparable ruine. 

Then followed that numerous ſeque- 
ſtring of the Clergy in almoſt all Parts, 
the ejecting and ſilencing ſuch vaſt mulci- 
rudes of worthy able Miniſters. A Cale 
that even aſtoniſh'd many Churches a- 
broad, what England was then a doing, how 
theſe violences againſt Religion, and the 


Miniſters of it, could poſſibly agree with 
E 


(what 
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(what was ſo much then pretended) the 
promoting-of the Goſpel. 

' Your ſelves may poflibly remember this 
place was not without ſome deep ſufferers 
in that kind. One inſtance (adjoining to 
our very walls) offers it felf too appoſitely 
to this ſad Subje&t. I am almoſt art a loſs 


whether to ſuppreſs or relate ſo woful a 


ſtory : Biſhop. Howell, a Perlon to whoſe 


memory all rune men ( who had any 
knowledge of him) will ever pay a very 
high reſpe& and honour ; he being in the 
rime of our late Wars Biſhop here, his E- 
piſcopal and Perſonal Eſtate both taken 
from him, himſelf with his Wife and a nu- 
merous Family of nine or ten Children in 
the Palace, She lies in ; but thoſe who had 
pretendedly bought the Houle, to make 
ſale ofthe Leads, uncover the room where- 
in She lay in Child-bed; So that the rain 
and weather beating in (and it may be a 
mixture of grief together with both) She 
becomes carried from her Child-bed to her 
Bed of Clay. Nor might this ſuffice, affli- 
&ion is further added to the afflicted. 
The diftrefled;difconfolate good man mult 


next 
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next be dragg'd forth : He catches hold up- 
on the Staple of the Poor,loth (as it ſeems) 
to lodge in the Fields, and [carce knowing 
how or where to ſhelter his now poor 
motherleſs family. With this ſtruggling he 
lingers ſome few days in the houle, and in 
leſs than a fortnights ſpace, overwhelmed 
with theſe indignities and ſorrows, he dies 
allo; and fo retires to God and Heaven as 
his trueſt aſylum, his fateſt retreat from all 
thele oppreſſions. 

So far were the very rights of humans- 
ty, as well as theancicnt laws of the Land, 
and (which is far more than either) the 
ſacred Precepts of Chriſtian Religion, a- 
bandone by the phrenlies which we wetc 
then diſtemper'd withal. Tantum Religio po- 
tuit fuadere maloram. *T was grown with 
ſome almoſt a Point of Religion, to be in 
thele Caſes inhumane and irreligious. 
Scarce anything but might be then allow- 
ed, fave only what the Law it ſelf requi- 
red, what our juſt duty to Gods Anointed 
and his Church obliged us to perform. 

Bur, I muſt break off (though never fo 
abruptly) from this unpleafmng Theme: 
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Far beit be from us to take pleaſure in ex- 
poling the wretched miſcarriages of thoſe 
joylels times : The remembrance of them 
may be inſtruCtion toall, delight to none. 
He that is truly ſenſible of his deviations 
then, will modeſtly ſay, (as in Job) T have 
done iniquity, but will fend No more. 

The only end why thele things have 
been thus mentioned is nakedly this, T hat 
we might hear and fear, and do no more ſo wicked- 
ly. Small ruſhings againſt Government, 
may by degrees bring on far greater and 
lorer evils than we can at firſt foreſee. 
That may be the unhappy end of the aCti- 
on, which was notthereal intention of the 
Agent. No doubt, in our late confuſions, 
many abhorred at firſt what was yet done 
at laſt. Burt thoſe ill ations being once 
ſet on foot , could not be fo eaſily ſopt ; 
they ran on to thoſe fatal miſchievous con- 
ſequences which became an aſtoniſhment 
to all. I confels, we are eaſily flatter'd into 
irregularities, by fond prefumptions that we 
could preſently make all things much ber- 
ter. Our _ forſooth, (if we might but 
try it) would infallibly heal all. Bur fuch 

| counſels. 
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counſels prove commonly (as the Hiſtorian 


has obſerved to our hand) Prima ſpecie leta, Livius 


traftatu dura, eventu triſtia. They may ſeem 
to begin briskly, but ſoon after they drive 
on (as Pharaoh's Chariots) more heavily, 
and they always end moſt miſerably. Thus 
Abſalom in his hot-brain'd inlurreCtion men- 
ded the matter very fairly, by ruining both 
himſelf and mulcicudes with him. 

Whence it is that the wiſdome of God 


rells us , The beginning of ſtrife is 4s when one Prov. 17. 


letteth out water. We open Pandora's Box. 


We ler looſe an unruly Element. Where- 
as our care ſhould rather be, not to ſtir 
thole floodgates,leſt we be drowned in the 
torrent. God hath graciouſly ſpoken peace 
to us, O let not us return any more to. 
ſuch folly. 

It were a noble poſture for every man 
wiſely to ſtand upon his own guard, and 
not to {uffer himſelf ro be weakly impos'd 
upon, or ſpeciouſly drawn aſide from his 
juſt duty toward God or man. There are 
divers opinions and courſes, which upon 
ſad obſervation are found to breed much 
fond. conceitedneſs of our ſelves, an uncha- 
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charitable difeſteem of others, a morole 
lowrneſs of Nature, a raſh cenſorioulnels of 
Superiours, and a dangerous pragmartical- 

neſs in all our ways. For Gods fake, e- 
ven for Gods fake, ler not any of your Souls 
come into thoſe Cecrers, imbibe not ſuch 
teral opinions. They are as (irce's Cup, 
and will intoxicate. The Diſtemper once 
Hown up into the head , will certainly 
produce irregularities in the life. 

I muſt conclude. Gentlemen, You have 
willingly offered your ſelves to ſerve the 
Government. You cannot but have a deep 
lenſe of the manifold bleflings we all enjoy 
under tit ; the wotul diſtractions we were 
all expoſed to by the late violences offered 
tO It. 

In Gods name, ſtand by this Govern- 
ment. *Tis well worthy your highelt va- 
lour, well worthy your reſt fidelity. 
Modeſty it ſelf may lay, as that pious man 
long lince, 

FHec tibi ſola ſalus ejus ſervare ſalutem. 

Our welfare is apparently bound up in the 
welfare of the Government. There needs 
no more, under God, to make us a happy 


people, 
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people, than honeſt endeavours, every one 
in his proper place, for the faithful admini- 
ſtration of it, whether in Church or Stare. 
This may our Diviſions hinder. This 
might our love and harmony promote. 
We need not then fear what Superſtition 
could do againſt us on the one hand , or 
Faction on the other. He that fixeth up- 
rightly wich his duty, may ſafely bid dehi- 
ancetoall the attempts of Men and Devils. 

Put on, I beſeech you, as good (hriſti- 
ans, and good Engliſhmen, a generous large- 
nels of ſpirir. *T1is a counſel no way to be 
deſpiſed, Alteri vivas oportet, fi vis tibt vivere. ,,,,... 
We muſt comporrt in a yertuous noblenels 
with che publick, if ever we deſire it ſhould 
be truly well with our ſelves in private. 

"Tis the excellency of humane life (ſays 
the Royal Philolopher ) when man has 
learned a real dexterity, 45 TexS«s xguwynets, Antonin 
C95 WHY as eapuge'v ava When we have 
learn'd our true poſtures of converſation, 
ſo that we daſh ſullenly againſt none, bur 
demean our ſelves with amiable and juſt 
oblervances towards all,- Rendering to Ceſar 
the things that are Ceſar's, and unto God the 
things that are God's. And 
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And this might be honourably done, non 

Sr. Gr2gor. amittendo fidem, ſed oftendendo pietatem. Such 

a well tempered carriage would be no be- 

rraying our Religion, bur a fair approving 

our ſelves to be (what we profeſs) perſons 

cruly religions. We are not lels thine, O 

Lord, for being faithful Subjects to thy 

Vicegerent, or dutiful Children to our 
Mother, thy Church. 

Long may the Crown of David flouriſh, 
long may the Rod of Aaron bloſſom : May 
thole that have 1ll will at Zion, be as the 
graſs upon the houſe tops, which withe- 
reth before it groweth up. But let all 
thoſe that love thee, O Lord, and thine A- 
nointed whom thou haſt ſet over us, let 
them beas the Sun when he goeth forth in 
his might; and the whole Land bleſled 


with peace and reſt to all Generations. 


Now unto him that is the Lord of Hoſts, and 
yet King of Peace, be Glory in the Church 
throuzh all Ages. Amen. 


a —_ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
C | 


FINIS. 


